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78th. In speaking of the capabilities of this elevated region,
and the possibility of improving and extending its agricul-
tural and horticultural produce, Mr. Scott thus expressed
himself ia 1830, after four years experience of its peculiarities
of climate and soil.   u These mountains are probably capable
of producing opium at a cheaper rate, and of a better quality,
than any part of our low-laud possessions;   the quantity
obtained from a small patch of land, having been fully three
times as  much as an  equal extent of soil is capable of
producing below.    Wheat is also found to thrive well on the
lower hills, and potatoes, turnips, and beet-root, are produced
in such abundance in the higher region, as to render the two
latter most profitably applicable to feeding cattle during the
winter months."    It is highly probable that buck-wheat and
maize, barley and oats, might be added to this catalogue;
for the climate and soil of the Cossyah hills are equally adapt-
ed to their culture; and carrots are seen growing wild in
every valley from Ntingklow to Churra.

79th. The mineral productions of this extensive region
are too generally known, to require any particular mention
liere : they consist of inexhaustible supplies of the finest lime-
stone procurable in India;  of coal and iron, in scarcely less
abundance; and slate and grey sandstone, particularly well
adapted for building purposes.    Years may elapse, ere the
full value of the controling influence we have established in
these hills becomes generally appreciated, or their resources
fully developed; but we already begin to reap the advantages
of our position, in the cessation of those murderous visitations,
which for years kept the border villages of Sylhet, and
Assam, in a state of constant anxiety and alarm ; and from
which, we were liable to the irruptions of a horde of unknown
barbarians, at moments when, struggling against the invasion
of a formidable foe, from a more remote quarter, we might
have been less able to guard our defenceless frontier and its
timid inhabitants.   The Cossyahs have now felt our. strength;
and having been severely punished for tK&r^ treachery, have
quietly submitted to the  control it has been found  expe-
dient to exercise over them; the acquisition of J ynteeah, has